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SUBJECT: ECOSOC WORKING GROUP ON ILLICIT PAYMENTS-SECOND 
SESSION 

REF: STATE 011838 

1 . NORWEGIAN FOREIGN MINISTRY HAS NOT SENT INSTRUCTIONS TO ITS UN 
DELEGATION FOR MEETING OF SUBJECT WORKING GROUP BECAUSE OF PRESS 
OF OTHER WORK. NORWEGIAN UN DELEGATION WILL REPRESENT NORWAY. 

IN ABSENCE OF NEW INSTRUCTIONS, DELEGATION WILL TAKE SAME POSITIONS 
AS AT EARLIER MEETING. 
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2. OFFICE DIRECTOR BERGER, WHO IS RESPONSIBLE IN FOREIGN MINISTRY 
AT WORKING LEVEL, ADVISES THAT NORWEGIAN UN DELEGATION STRONGLY 
SUPPORTS NORWEGIAN MEMBERSHIP IN GROUP STALLED FOREIGN MINISTRY 
INSTRUCTIONS, WHICH HAVE NOT BEEN APPROVED AT POLICY LEVEL OF 
MINISTRY, PROPOSED THAT AGREEMENT OF OTHER NORDICS BE SOUGHT 

TO WITHDRAWAL OF CANDIDACY OF NORWAY FOR A SEAT ON GROUP AND 
PARTICIPATION AS AN OBSERVER. REASON FOR WITHDRAWAL IS LACK 
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OF NORWEGIAN WITH ADEQUATE POLITICAL AND LEGAL BACKGROUND TO 
SIT ON GROUP. 

3. BERGER SAYS NORWEGIAN UN DELEGATION WILL NOW PROBABLY BE 
ASKED TO REPORT ON SITUATION AT WORKING GROUP MEETING BEFORE 
MINISTRY DECIDES ON ITS POSITION. 

4. RE QUICK RESUMED ORGAIZATIONAL SESSION OF ECOSOC, BERGER 
SAYS THAT HE UNDERSTANDS SUCH A SESSION WOULD BE DIFFICULT 
AND IMPRACTICAL AND BELIEVES ISSUE MAY HAVE TO BE CARRIED OVER 
TO 62ND SESSION OF ECOSOC. 

ANDERS 
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